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Acid/Base pH Lab
Background Information:

· Red litmus paper turns blue in basic solutions.

· Blue litmus paper turns red in acidic solutions.

· In a neutral solution, neither red nor blue litmus paper will change color.

Objective:

Acids and bases are very common. For example, many foods we eat and drink as well as household cleaners are common acids and bases. In this investigation you will use what you know about acids and bases to test 3 different common solutions to see if they are an acid or base.
Materials:
3 strips of each red and blue litmus paper

3 cups of mystery solution (given to you by Mrs. Kievit)

Pencil/pen

Lab report

Steps:

1. Start by making a prediction for each mystery solution in the designated spot in the table. Do you think it will be an acid, a base, or neutral?

2. For each solution, dip both the red and blue litmus paper into the solution and record your results in the table, be sure to fill in the conclusion column.

3. Answer the analysis questions when you are finished.
	Solution
	Prediction
	Blue Litmus Paper
	Red Litmus Paper
	Conclusion-

Acid or Base?

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	


Analysis Questions:

1. Explain why some substances are acids and some are bases.

2. List all substances tested and classify as an acid or base. Were any substances neutral (or nearly so)?

3. Complete the Venn Diagram below.
